COSTA CRUISES sponsors
 “MEDITERRANEAN. From Courbet to Monet to Matisse” 

The Italian company supports the art exhibition that from November 27, 2010 through May 1, 2011 at Genoa’s Palazzo Ducale will showcase paintings from the late 19th and early 20th centuries featuring the colors and vistas of Mediterranean Sea
Genoa, 26 november 2010 - Costa Cruises has always had an open dialogue with the world of art, not only as one of the cornerstones of its philosophy for the interior design and decoration of its ships, but also as a veritable vocation that has made artistic flair one of the hallmarks of Europe’s n.1 cruise company.

Europe looks out across the Mediterranean, across the landlocked sea that has been Costa Cruises’ backyard for over 60 years; Costa’s ships have helped promote contact between peoples and cultures in the region and it is in this spirit that the Company is supporting the Biennale del Mediterraneo di Genova, and in particular the main exhibition:  “Mediterranean. From Courbet to Monet to Matisse”.
The Mediterranean and Art are the two dominant themes linking Costa Cruises to this major cultural event, to be staged from November 27, 2010 through May 1, 2011 at Genoa’s Palazzo Ducale.  The exhibition showcases paintings from the late 19th and early 20th centuries featuring the colors and vistas of mare nostrum in a series of works bearing witness to the way that “The Med” has always fascinated the onlooker and inspired artists.  The collection assembled in Genoa includes a variety of artistic movements from Classicism to Expressionism.

Costa Cruises and the Mediterranean

For more than 60 years the Costa Cruises brand has been synonymous with cruising and cruise vacations.  With over 250 destinations and a fleet of 14 ships, all flying the Italian flag, Costa Cruises plies the seas of the world,  offering the best in Italian style, hospitality and cuisine with the utmost in terms of fun and entertainment.  Always a cruise industry innovator and pioneer, Costa has been operating regular Mediterranean cruises all year round since the mid-1980s. 

For the 2010/2011 winter season Costa has scheduled three 8- to 12-day itineraries, with cruises from the Mediterranean to the Canary Islands on the Costa Concordia, Costa Pacifica and Costa Magica and departures from the Italian ports of Savona, Civitavecchia and Palermo.  Starting in April 2011 there will be six 7-day cruises on the Costa Magica, Costa Concordia, Costa Serena, Costa Atlantica, Costa Victoria and Costa Romantica with departures from Savona, Civitavecchia, Naples, Palermo, Catania, Messina, Venice, Ancona and Bari. 

Also sailing in the Mediterranean will be the Costa Favolosa (114,500 gross tonnage and 3,780 total Guests), the 15th member of the fleet, which is due for delivery in July 2011; she will set sail from Venice on July 4 on a short 3-day premiere cruise to Dubrovnik (Croatia) and Koper (Slovenia), ahead of her grand inaugural cruise departing from Venice on July 7:  a 10-day itinerary taking in Israel, Greece and Turkey with stopovers in Bari, Corfu (Greece), Haifa (Israel), Izmir (Turkey) and Dubrovnik (Croatia).  Throughout the 2011 summer season the Costa Favolosa will be offering 7-day cruises from Venice and Bari to Olympia (Greece), Izmir and Istanbul (Turkey), and Dubrovnik (Croatia) (www.costacruise.com).

Costa Cruises and Art

Costa Cruises’ focus on art is one of its top priorities:  the entire Costa fleet showcases works by established Italian and international artists as well as the output of emerging young talent.  Today on board the 14 ships in service there are about 4,200 original works and 50,000 copies; this fine art collection is on display for over one million passengers a year who travel on the Costa Cruises fleet.

Costa Cruises’ continuous exploration of new styles and developments in art, architecture and design dates back to the trend-setting collaboration between the Company and Gustavo Pulitzer Finali and Nino Zoncada, and embraces the contributions over time of architects and interior designers (notably Guido Canali, Pierluigi Cerri and Joseph Farcus).  Accordingly, each Costa Cruises ship is unique and has her own distinctive style and original feel in the internal layout, decoration and artwork displayed on board.  

The 14 Costa Cruises ships currently in service constitute floating art galleries and feature works by contemporary artists of the caliber of Arnaldo Pomodoro, Fernando Botero, Mario Donizetti, Nathalie du Pasquier, Cristina Iotti, Flavio Lucchini, Yoshin Ogata, Sophia Vari, Darya von Berner, Luisa Valentini, Elisa Rossi, Eloisa Gobbo, Arman, Leonida de Filippi, Wal, Simona Uberto, casagrande&recalcati, Lucio Del Pezzo, Omar Galliani, Emanuele Luzzati, Milo Manara, Carlo Mattioli, Susumu Shingu, Aldo Spoldi, Tullio Pericoli and Emilio Tadini.  Thus the Company continues to promote various contemporary cultural and artistic forms of expression exploring the pursuit of new forms of equilibrium between art and design and turning Costa Cruises’ ships into settings for out of the ordinary sensations and experiences.

Costa Cruises is Europe’s no. 1 cruise company. For over 60 years its ships have plied the seas of the world, offering the best in Italian style, hospitality and cuisine and providing dream holidays with the utmost in terms of fun and relaxation.  Its fleet has a total of 14 ships, all flying the Italian flag, each with her own distinctive characteristics and unique style; together each year, they offer the chance to visit some 250 separate destinations in the Mediterranean, Northern Europe, the Baltic Sea, the Caribbean, South America, the United Arab Emirates, the Far East and the Indian Ocean.  Two more new ships have been ordered from Fincantieri and will be delivered by 2012.   
Costa Cruises has been certified by RINA (Italian Shipping Register) with the BEST4, an integrated system of voluntary certification of corporate compliance with the highest standards governing social accountability (SA 8000, issued in 2001), environment (UNI EN ISO 14001, 2004), safety (OHSAS 18001, 2007) and quality (UNI EN ISO 9001, 2008).  Costa Cruises has been an official partner of WWF Italia for the protection of the Mediterranean Sea since 2005.  All the ships in the Costa fleet have been assigned RINA’s Green Star notation certifying that they are operated in compliance with the highest environmental protection standards.  In the “Global Reputation Pulse” 2009 international study, Costa Cruises is in 1st place among Italian “service industry” companies; Pulse scores are a measure of the corporate reputation (in terms of trust, esteem etc.) of the 600 largest enterprises located in 32 countries worldwide.   
With revenues of approximately 2.6 billion euros and 1.82 million total Guests in 2009, Costa Crociere S.p.A. is the largest Italian travel group and comprises the brands Costa Cruises, AIDA Cruises and Iberocruceros.  The Group counts today 25 operating ships and 5 new orders; in the 2013, based on the current size of the fleet, the number of fleet units will reach the  30 ships, with capacity for more than 74,000 total Guests. The Group is one of Italy's top 10 most profitable companies  and 49th in terms of turnover in Mediobanca’s 2010 survey of over 3,700 Italian enterprises that recorded revenue of at least 50 million euros the previous fiscal year.  Costa Crociere S.p.A. is a member of Carnival Corporation & plc (NYSE/LSE: CCL; NYSE: CUK), the world’s largest cruise operator.
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